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People line up Tuesday outside the voting center at the University of Maryland Baltimore, one of six in-person voting sites in the city. 


By EMILY OPILO 


Many voters flocked to in- 
person polling places in Balti- 
more and several other coun- 
ties Tuesday, causing long lines 
and delayed results during 
Maryland’s first statewide elec- 
tion attempted largely by mail. 

Hours after polls in the pri- 
mary election were due to close, 
lines remained at voting centers 
across the city including Ed- 
monson High School and Cross 
Country Elementary/Middle 
School, where voters since late 
afternoon had endured waits of 
more than an hour. 

State election officials de- 
layed releasing early tallies as 
the voting continued, disap- 
pointing candidates and an 
electorate hoping to glean some 
sense of the results from the 
incomplete numbers. As of 8 
p.m., 5,186 voters had cast a 
ballot in person in Baltimore, 
not quite 2% of eligible regis- 
tered voters citywide. But those 
voters were funneled through 
only six in-person voting cen- 
ters. The State Board of Elec- 
tions limited the number in 
each jurisdiction to minimize 
person-to-person contact dur- 
ing the COVID~-19 pandemic. 

Elections officials instead 
urged voting by mail or using 
ballot drop boxes as a health 
precaution. Officials reluctantly 
increased the number of voting 
centers in Baltimore from four 
to six only after mail-in ballots 
See VOTERS, page 4 


Baltimore votes for 
a mayor to lead the 
city out of violence 


By LUKE BROADWATER, 
WILBORN P. NOBLES III 
AND JONATHAN M. PITTS 


IIn an uncertain moment ina 
city with an uncertain future, 
Baltimoreans wearing face 
masks queued up in long lines 
Tuesday to vote in a mayor’s 
race many are calling the most 
important in a generation. 

With the city facing myriad 
issues including an unrelenting 
murder rate, a deadly pandemic 
and days of protests against 
police abuse voters said the race 
was too important not to risk a 
trip to the polls during a public 
health crisis. 

“There’s definitely a need for 
change,” said Cotina Gould, 47, 
who was one of hundreds 
standing in line at Edmondson- 
Westside High School, one of 
Baltimore’s six in-person voting 
stations. Gould said she voted in 
person because she worried a 
mail-in ballot would “get swept 
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Election official Francis Vincent gives instructions to a voter Tuesday 


morning at Edmondson High School. 


under the rug” and she believes 
she owes it to her ancestors to 
ensure her vote gets counted 
“no matter how long it takes.” 
Gould and other Baltimor- 
eans had a litany of candidates 
from which to choose in what 
polling suggested would be a 
close race. About two dozen 
Democrats are running for may- 
or of deep-blue Baltimore. 
See MAYOR, page 3 
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E Voters feel compelled “now 
more than ever” despite virus 
and protests. NEWS PG 6 


E US. Rep. Kweisi Mfume 
faces challengers again as he 
seeks to keep his U.S. House 
seat. NEWS PG6 


E Baltimore City Council likely 
to be reshaped. NEWS PG 7 


Biden, seeking momentum, 
wins barely contested pinay 


By JEFF BARKER 


Joe Biden won presidential 
primaries in Maryland and a 
handful of other states Tuesday, 
hoping to gather momentum 
heading into the Democratic 
National Convention in August. 

The contests, including in 
delegate-rich Pennsylvania, 
were rendered essentially moot 
when U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders 
dropped out in April and en- 
dorsed the former vice presi- 
dent. But Biden is hoping to 
build support, and Pennsylva- 
nia in particular is seen as a 
swing state in the November 
general election against Repub- 
lican President Donald Trump. 

Biden will be the presump- 
tive nominee at the Democratic 
National Convention in Mil- 
waukee, which was pushed 
from July to August because of 
coronavirus concerns. He will 
take on Trump Nov. 3. 

He also won primaries Tues- 
day in Montana. New Mexico, 


JIM WATSON/GETTY-AFP 
Former Vice President Joe 
Biden was the winner in 
Tuesday’s Maryland primary. 


South Dakota and Indiana. 
Biden’s primary victories 
came amid voters’ concerns 
about the coronavirus and as 
Baltimore and many other cities 
have seen protests — and unrest 
— over police abuses, including 
the death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis at the hands of 
police. 
See BIDEN, page 8 


ELECTION RETURNS DELAYED 


ELECTION RETURNS FROM THE CITY AND OTHER COUNTIES IN THE REGION WERE SUBSTANTIALLY DELAYED BECAUSE OF A HIGH VOLUME 
OF IN-PERSON VOTING THAT HELD UP THE CLOSING OF THE POLLS. UPDATED RETURNS WILL BE POSTED AT BALTIMORESUN.COM 


WES UNSELD 1946-2020 


Legendary Bullets center hailed for ability, character 


KARL MERTON FERRON/BALTIMORE SUN 
Hall of Fame center Wes Unseld 
played his entire NBA career with 
the Bullets, from 1968 to 1981. 


By MIKE KLINGAMAN 


On and off the basketball 
court, Wes Unseld seemed 
larger than life. At 6-feet-6, the 
Baltimore Bullets center rou- 
tinely dominated players who 
towered above him. And at the 
Unseld School, an educational 
center that his wife ran in West 
Baltimore, Unseld dwarfed the 
youngsters who gave him hugs 
and who called the man who 
mopped the floors and mowed 


the grass “Wessie.” 

Unseld died Tuesday morn- 
ing after what his family called 
“lengthy health battles, most 
recently with pneumonia.” He 
was 74. He was nicknamed “The 
Baby Bull” for his girth and grit 
in the lane, and “Wes Unselfish” 
for his team play. 

“Wesley was a huge man in 
every sense of the word, except 
height,’ Bullets teammate Fred 
Carter said. “Dignity, class, char- 
acter, integrity — Wes had it all. 


Plus, he was a great player. He 
wasn’t a leaper; he played with 
his body and his mind. He was a 
helluva big fella who wasn’t a big 
fella.” 

Born to Charles and Cornelia 
Unseld, Unseld grew up in 
Louisville as one of nine chil- 
dren, two of whom were 
adopted. His father played 
basketball for the Indianapolis 
Clowns, a predecessor to the 
Harlem Globetrotters, and took 
up boxing before working two 


jobs as a construction worker 
and an oilman. 

A two-time, 245-pound All- 
American at Louisville, in his 
hometown, Unseld joined the 
woebegone Bullets in 1968, the 
second player picked inthe NBA 
draft. That season, Baltimore 
improved by 21 games, surging 
from last place to first in the 
Eastern Division. Unseld aver- 
aged 13.8 points and 18.2 re- 
bounds and swept both Rookie 
See UNSELD, page 11 
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